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D Ethecon
The most frustrating thing about being a vampire was the vocabulary.  Speci,callyk how 

to tell the human stad at the human hospital that  your human mother was in trouble. 
That yesk you ’now she loo’s ,ne anA  her tests are coming bac’ normalk anA thereWs 
outwarAly no reason to  believe something is wrongk but chec’ again because something 
very much  is. Surek it woulA help if you coulA name the wrong thing or Aescribe it  in any 
wayk but you canWt. Bll you ’now is something smells od. jay  od. —ut Nust to you“not 
to your vampire boyfrienA who stanAs at your  siAe while you scream anA rail against the 
meAical stadk supportive anA  believing you but not smelling the wrong thing. —ecause 
when he was  turneAk he was a normal human li’e the rest of them. Iot a slayer.

Iot rlY Slayer.
”xWm telling youk you senA her homek anA she will Aiek- —udy saiA  for what felt li’e the 

millionth timek her voice hoarse anA her throat  Aryk anA every frea’ing nerve riAAen raw. xf 
Spi’e haAnWt been therek  she was sure she woulA have lost the tenuous grip she currently 
helA on  her controlk vampeA out in earnest anA starteA ripping through Aoctors  until 
she founA one willing to listen. BnA then probably ’illeA that  Aoctor too because of the 
whole uwgr,wstthing. She haAnWt been a  vampire that long“Nust over a wee’“anA her 
senses haA not entirely  aANusteA. StanAing in the miAst of all this quorescent awfulk the  
chemical burn of inAustrial strength cleaner in her nostrils“which was  somehow still 
not strong enough to overriAe the siren scent of blooA  attac’ing her from pretty much 
every angle“was testing every ounce of  willpower she possesseA. BAA to the fact that the 
stad ’ept telling her  things li’ek ”Scans are normal- anA ”SheWs saying she feels ,nek- anA  
there was every chance she might Nust chuc’ someone out a winAow to ma’e  an eRample 
of them.

”x unAerstanA youWre concerneAk- some nice labcoat was telling her  now. Iot the same 
Aoctor who haA initially given her mother the  allYclear“he was on vacationk apparentY
ly“but a Aiderent guy who manageA  to loo’ the eRact same. ”xtWs very common to feel 
uneasyk or worry  after going through an orAeal li’e what your family Nust went throughk  
but we woulA not have AischargeA her if we werenWt con,Aent that the  Aanger was over.-

”—ut you coulA be wrongk- —udy insisteA. iwatarety,wgO-tshe aAAeA silently“the sort 
of mpsYgrtshe  ,gureA Spi’e coulA hear louA anA clear from the loo’ he gave her.  Stillk he 
AiAnWt arguek Nust favoreA her with a noA that chaseA away the  aAmitteAly ?uiet but very 
present nagging Aoubt that she was  overreacting. ”ThereWs a whole list of things in her 
Aischarge papers  that go over possible postYop ris’s. xWm telling youk one of those  things 
is going to happen.-

”1ightk- Spi’e saiAk startling her out of her rant heaAspace. ”Hou got malpractice 
insurancek AonWt youk mateO-

The Aoctor stideneA. ”jhat are you implyingO-
”jellk that if you Aischarge the laAy against her will while sheWs  complaining about 

heaAachesk x rec’on thatWs the sort of thing that  might come up in a suitk is all.-
”She hasnWt complaineA about heaAachesk- the Aoctor replieA. ”She has  saiA repeateAly 

that she feels ,ne. That the entire reason she is here  is because her Aaughter haA a 
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premonition anA insisteA. BnA while x  respect that“-
”She hasnWt complaineAO- Spi’e adecteA a frown anA glanceA at —udy.  ”GoulAWve 

sworn x hearA her say her heaA was giving her ,ts. jhat  about youk loveO-
There were times —udy was slow on the upta’e. This was not one of  those times. 

”Heahk x thin’ you might be confusing her with another  patientk- she saiA. ”—ecause it 
was my motherWs iAea to come here. She  saiA her heaA was hurting more than she was 
tolA it woulA. xf youWre  going to insist that she goes homek wellk x thin’ we neeA to ma’e 
sure  you write Aown that my mom re?uesteA aAAitional tests anA you refuseA.  …ust so 
weWre clear if anything happens.-

The Aoctor AiAnWt reply“not at ,rstk at least. 1atherk he stuAieA  them for a long beatk 
his eRpression somewhere between frustrateA anA  sympathetick the latter of which —udy 
coulAnWt abiAe. xt aggravateA the  Aemon that liveA unAer her s’ink ,lleA her with all sorts 
of impulses  anA sensations she haA yet to iAentifyk much less master. So far as she  ’newk 
she was the only vampire who haA risen with her soul intactk anA  therefore the only 
vampire who haA ever haA to navigate occupying a boAy  that thriveA on instincts at oAAs 
with her sensibilities.

Gase in point“what —udy wanteA to Ao was tear at the Aoctor with  tooth anA fang 
until he crieA uncle anA agreeA to watch her mom li’e the  proverbial haw’. De refuseA 
to Nust accept that —udy ’new something  was wrong without as’ing stupiA ?uestions 
or wasting time. This whole  strategic threatYma’ing business might be edective but it 
also ’ept her  from her motherWs siAe. Der mother who neeAeA meAical attention anA nok  
—udy AiAnWt ’now how she ’new something was going to go wrongk she  Nust AiA. …ust li’e 
sheWA once ’nown an earth?ua’e meant apocalypsek  that her ,rst roommate haA been 
evilk that SiA the puppet haA more  going on behinA his painteA eyes. The feeling might 
not stem from the  same place but it carrieA the same conviction.

…ust one of the special new powers she haA courtesy of Jrusilla.
Der sire.

Ddkt.gY
She coulA hear his heartbeatk a steaAy rlavrlab’-trlavrlab’-trlavrlab’tthat  maAe her 

mouth feel strangely sore anA her teeth itch. Spi’e haA tolA  her this woulA happen but 
she haAnWt unAerstooAk not reallyk until sheWA  been on the other siAe of the Aoor. 2ntil 
Files haA been staring at  herk ,rst with reliefk then with bemusementk anA ,nally with 
horror  when sheWA pointeAly as’eA if he coulA invite her in.

”JonWt go reaching for your crossbowk jatcherk- Spi’e haA saiAk  snagging him arounA 
the wrist anA holAing ,rm. ”SheWs all right.-

”Bll rightO- heWA echoeAk staring at her with a miRture of Aismay anA  heartbrea’ that 
haA maAe every baA thing —udy haA felt since wa’ing up  seem even realer than before. 
”SheWsM SheWsM-

”StanAing right therek for onek anA her hearingWs blooAy aces.-
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Files haA swalloweAk the sounA odensively louA anA wetk Arawing her  attention to his 
throat. Dis very human throat with all that blooA  rushing Nust beneath the surface. ”Dow 
AiA this happenO- heWA as’eA  hoarsely. ”—udyM-

There haA been a reason to bring Spi’ek anA not Nust because he haA  volunteereA. Er 
that he was apparently in love with her. De was able to  Ao what she coulAnWt“put worAs 
to the events of the last few hours.  Jetail Nust how ?uic’ly her life haA turneA on its heaA.

‘ore than that. DaA enAeA. —ecause —udy wasnWt alive anymore.
—udy wask howeverk seateA in her watcherWs living roomk not on the  safe siAe of the 

Aoor sans invite. She was holAing Spi’eWs hanAk took  less because of what haA happeneA 
between them before theyWA left his  crypt anA more because she trusteA he woulA ’eep her 
from Aoing  something unforgivablek li’e lunging across the room anA sin’ing her new  
fangs into the soft tissue of saiA watcherWs throat. The blooA Spi’e  haA given her before 
haA ta’en the eAge odk but not much. Iot enough  that her rampant hunger wasnWt an 
issue.

”There have been rumorsk- Files was saying nowk seateAk though with  the crossbow 
within reach. ”jithin the Gouncil itselfk that isk that  slayers may retain their souls if they 
are turneA. xtWs Nust not  something we have been in a position to con,rm since written 
recorAs  began.- Dis lips twitcheA as though he were trying for a smile but  AiAnWt get 
further than that. There wasnWt much to smile about. ”The  most popular theory suggests 
that a sireA slayer woulA be Aamn near  impossible to subAuek much lessM BnA as suchk 
a Aanger unli’e most  others this worlA sees. 1etaining her humanity woulA allow her to  
unAerstanA that life as a vampire is not a life at all. She woulA either  meet the sun of her 
own accorA or not resist the GouncilWs edorts  toMmanage the situation.-

‘anage the situation. B nicek tiAy way of saying ’artlY,t…wyg.  Dumanelyk of coursek 
for their own gooAk of coursek better for  everyonek of coursek never minA what the slayer 
in ?uestion haA been  throughk who she was leaving behinAk or anything beyonA the scope 
of her  fangs. xt maAe sense that sireA slayers woulA be eRpecteA to submit to  Aeath. Such 
was the way of things.

”jhich means the Gouncil can never ’nowk- Files went on. ”xt woulA  have been 
slightly easier if we haAnWt Nust inviteA them bac’ into our  livesk but x believe we can ’eep 
this ?uiet.-

”Hou AoO- —udy as’eAk glancing at Spi’e. Somehowk since sheWA  awa’eneAk heWA beY
come the arbiter of truth. Bnother sign that her worlA  was upsiAe Aown.

”Bs a watcher in their employk x ’eep them appriseA of the situation  here on the 
grounAk same as x AiA beforek- Files replieA. ”xn factk it  is a conAition of my employment 
that x let them ’now shoulA anything  arise that in any way compromises the GouncilWs 
principles anA  obNectives. Doweverk since they AeparteAk communication with the GounY
cil  has been much less hanAsYon than it was in the ,rst years we wor’eA  togetherk x believe 
Aue to a combination of their internal restructuring  in the time since anA their fear that 
you woulA again suspenA  communication with them shoulA they overstep.-

”Hou Nust saiA a lot of worAs anA x AonWt thin’ x unAerstooA any of them beyonA 
’nowing theyWre Unglish.-
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”jan’ers changeA up the way they operate since you calleA it ?uitsk-  Spi’e NumpeA 
in. ”zrobably not harA to change bac’ but theyWA have to  want it ,rstk anA people have a 
habit of getting comfortable in their  routines. xtWs what ma’es them so easy to hunt.-

FilesWs eRpression Aar’eneA. ”Hesk wellk your monstrous observations notwithstanAY
ing“-

”Iok x thin’ x get itk- —udy saiA. BnA she AiA“it maAe sense. Spi’e  was right. Ghange 
was the number one constant in life anA still the  thing that most everyone resisteA in some 
fashionk even if the change  was in a familiar Airection. They were useA to being left in the 
Aar’  nowk anA even though the Aoor haA been reopeneAk that AiAnWt mean they  woulA 
immeAiately acclimate to the light. ”Bs far as the Gouncil is  concerneAk itWs business as 
usual on the Dellmouth.- She let the thought  sit with all its absurAityk then noAAeA. ”Bll 
right. SoMwhat nowO Jo we  tell the othersO x guess thatWs a stupiA ?uestion. 5Sayk —udyk 
wanna  hit the beachO HouWve been loo’ing awfully pale.W-

”xt is of course up to youk- Files saiA as though it were obvious.  —ut it wasnWt 
obvious“nothing was to her anymore. ”That saiAk x Ao not  see how something li’e this 
can remain secret for long.-

Ieither haA —udyk Aespite however much she might have wisheA  otherwise. There 
wasnWt enough time in the worlA for her to aANust to  what haA happeneAk grow accusY
tomeA to the new feel of her s’ink her  musclesk her boAy that AiAnWt loo’ Aiderent but was. 
—ut it AiAnWt neeA  to come all at once. She coulA start slowk ease herself into letting  the 
worlA ’now that —udy Summers haA changeA. The most important people  ,rst“‘om 
anA Jawn. Thenk on her own timek she coulA reach out to the  others anA hope their 
relationships were strong enough to survive what  haA happeneA.

That mlY was strong enough to survive it.
She AiAnWt even have to as’ Spi’e if heWA come with her as she  relayeA the news to her 

mom. De was Nust therek stanAing when she stooAk  noAAingk reaAy to follow. 1eaAy to be 
whatever she neeAeA.

xt was nice. BnA strange. —ut somehow it also felt right.
—udy might not ’now what that meant at the timek but she was grateful. The one bit 

of her worlA that wasnWt in a tailspin.
GonsiAering where sheWA starteA the Aayk sheWA come pretty Aamn far.  The rest of the 

Nourney woulAnWt be easyk but Aoable so long as she  measureA her speeA. Fave herself 
plenty of time to prepare before  tac’ling the neRt leg.

Ene step at a time.

DdkthpOlr
xt was true that her mother haAnWt been all that enthusiastic about  coming bac’ to the 

hospitalk anA —udy coulAnWt blame her. She woulAnWt  have wanteA to come bac’ unAer 
any circumstancek herselfk especially  consiAering the eRtremely sha’y grounA her control 
was on these Aays.  Cittle more than a wee’ haA passeA since JrusillaWs transformative trip  
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through town anA everyone was still trying to ,gure out how to  negotiate life now that 
it loo’eAk wellk li’e this. There were things  that —udy haA gotten useA to a lot faster than 
she woulA have  guesseA“li’e aAAing blooA to her Aaily meals“anA other things that 
were  ta’ing more time than she coulA bear.

The being arounA people thingk for one. She coulA Ao a single personk  maybe twok 
anA only trusteA herself if Spi’e was in the room with her.  Iot because he haA a prayerWs 
chance of stopping her shoulA she go all  fangyk but he coulA probably slow her Aown long 
enough that her human  senses woulA have a chance to reclaim the wheel. Goming to the 
hospital  haA been one of those things that fell outsiAe of her control“sheWA Nust  ’nown 
what she smelleAk even if she was the only person who coulAk anA  trusteA the gut instinct 
that screameA at her to get her mom bac’ unAer a  AoctorWs care.

Uven if that meant rlpm“these odensive lights anA more  odensive oAorsk the inAustriY
alYstrength cleaning supplies combating the  stench of sic’ness anA Aeath. —ut …Ydrltwas 
what haA brought  her here“that speci,c smell haA been growing thic’er arounA her 
momk  anA though Spi’e coulAnWt smell itk heWA trusteA it was there. SaiA it  was li’ely one 
of the upgraAes that came with being a vampire dg…ta  slayerk someone who was traineA 
to sense anA prevent anA cause Aeathk  master it the way she haAk unAerstanAing when it 
was arounA the corner.

The fact that the tests theyWA run so far AiAnWt inAicate trouble on  the horiKon was 
inciAental. BnA than’fullyk when —udy returneA to her  room with the Aoctor in towk 
insisting that her mother haA inAeeA been  complaining about severe heaA painsk …oyce 
haA pic’eA up the threaA anA  run with it. GhangeA the story fromk ”‘y Aaughter was 
worrieA anA wanteA  me to get loo’eA atk- to ”‘y heaA is throbbingk why arenWt you ta’ing  
this seriouslyO- much to the AoctorWs eRasperation. ‘aybe sometime Aown  the linek —udy 
woulA feel baA about that. ‘aybe. SheWA reevaluate once  the Aeath smell haA gone away.

”—udyk if nothing comes of thisk x am going to have a massive bill  for no reasonk- …oyce 
saiA once the Aoctor haA left. —udy was hovering  near the Aoork ,guring it was the safest 
place for everyone in the  room. The scents nearer the hall were less appetiKing than the 
warm  blooA pumping away unAer her motherWs s’in. ”This on top of the other  bills 
whichk letWs be cleark are not insigni,cant. Uven with insurancek  itWs very eRpensive to be 
sic’ in this country.-

”Dow eRpensiveO- she as’eAk not wanting to ’now but neeAing it all the same.
”Dow certain are youO- …oyce ,reA bac’.
”Bs certain as x can be.- —udy glanceA at Spi’e. ”xtWs harA to  eRplain. …ustMright nowk 

with youk x smell something that x only ever  smell on patrol. xn cemeteries. BnA itWs Nust 
you“not Jawn or the  others.-

”Then it sounAs li’e here is eRactly where x neeA to be.- …oyce  odereA a small smile. 
”Uven if itWs the last place in the worlA x ydgrtto be.-

”x ’now. ‘e too.- Though for very Aiderent reasons. —udyWs stomach  churneA anA the 
vaguely sic’ feeling sheWA been battling ever since  crossing into this builAing resurgeA. The 
option was there not to  breathek anA she trieA to cash in on it as much as possiblek but it 
was  harA to ,ght human instinct even if she was in an inhuman boAy. zlusk  every time she 
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openeA her mouth to spea’k the taste of the place qooAeA  her sensesk intentional breathing 
or no. Then sheWA try to focus on the  smells that werenWt so odensive to ’eep from losing 
her lunchk which  was no gooA because rlwmYtsmells were attacheA to the people.

”IeeA a momentk SlayerO- Spi’e as’eAk pushing od the wall by her  momWs beA. De Nust 
AiA things li’e that now“loo’eA at her anA unAerstooA  whatever was going through her 
minAk anticipateA when sheWA stretcheA  herself to the limit anA when she shoulA step 
bac’. xt was the sort of  thing that woulA annoy the crap out of her if she werenWt so 
than’ful  for it. Someone else to hit the bra’es anA AeciAe when it was time to  clear her 
heaA anA refocus.

”Heahk- —udy saiAk rubbing her arms. ”‘ight be gooA to get someMnot hospital air.-
”Hou shoulA call jillow anA ma’e sure Jawn isnWt Ariving her up the wallk- her mom 

suggesteA. ”Hou ’now how she gets.-
”x ’now how you coAAle herk is more li’e.-
”—udy.-
—udy brought up her hanAsk full surrenAer. ”Pinek ,ne. xWll ma’e  sure the terrorist isnWt 

terroriKing.- BnA that nothing haA come up  where Flory was concerneAk because now 
woulA Ae,nitely be the time for  the apocalypse cloc’ to start tic’ing Aown. ‘om in the 
hospitalk —udy  still wrestling with the new set of powers anA the aggravating  limitations 
that came with them. xf Flory ’new half of what haA happeneA  in the last few Aaysk she 
woulA almost certainly have maAe a move. Iow  was the time to Ao it.

”xtWs not nice to call your sister a terroristk- …oyce calleA after her as she steppeA into the 
hallway.

”xtWs not nice for her to be onek eitherk- —udy calleA bac’k catching the smir’ on Spi’eWs 
face as he maAe to follow.

She ’new where she was going this time“Aown to the connecting hallk  then further 
Aown until she founA the Aoor that leA to the interior  stairwell. The hospital wasnWt a 
towering structurek but it haA a few  levels to itk with …oyceWs room being on one of the 
upper qoors. BnA  for thatk —udy was glaAk for it aAAeA space to the stairwellk maAe her  feel 
a little less boReA ink li’e she coulA move in more than one  Airection without encountering 
a wall of smells that tic’leA her inner  monster. BnA if she really neeAeA tok there was 
always the nuclear  option of hurling herself over the railing so she coulA hit the grounA  
anA therein the sewers within a matter of seconAs.

”Hou all rightO- Spi’e as’eA the seconA they were alone.
”‘y willpower between brea’s is going way Aownk- she replieA. She AiAnWt turn until 

she hearA the uspuStof  the Aoor closing“until she was certain there was at least one  
barrier“twok counting Spi’e“between her anA the more appetiKing of the  hospital 
smells. ”x AonWt get it. x AonWt get how x can be so repulseA  anA so hungry at the same 
time. Ci’eMthis placeM Dow Ao you stanA itO-

”HouWre young. …ust one of those things you learn to shut od if you last long enough.-
”Hou realiKe that is the least helpful aAvice you coulA possibly impart.-
”Iot li’e x have a loaA of practical eRperience trying to resist  temptationk petk- Spi’e 

replieAk stepping towarA herk anA Aoing that  boAyYra’ey thing with his eyes that haA once 
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beggeA to be answereA with a  nose punch anA now haA her pressing her thighs together. 
Ef everything  that haA changeA over the last wee’k her relationship with Spi’e manageA  
to somehow be the most anA least surprising Aevelopment. Dow sheWA left  her home for 
the last time still bristling from his attempteA love  confession anA AetermineA to ma’e 
sure the wall between them was  permanent anA unscalable. Dow sheWA wo’en up in his 
cryptk his screams  ringing through the airk Jru coming closek fangs touching her throatk  
anA Spi’e thrashing against smo’ing bonAsk begging Jru not to Ao what  she haA come 
to SunnyAale to Ao. —oth of them ’nowing it was no gooAk  that Jrusilla coulAnWt be 
reasoneA withk anA then the heavyk in’y blac’  that haA followeA.

Spi’eWs horror anA grief haAk strangelyk maAe the whole ydSpgOta’t…Yd…tthing  easier 
to bear. Xnowing that he haAnWt wanteA what haA happeneAk that  he haA fought as harA 
as he coulAk that he unAerstooA what it meant to  herk becoming the thing she hunteAM 
She coulAnWt eRplain it. …ust that  something in his reaction haA grounAeA her.

xt haA been a strange inYbetweenk that ,rst hour or so. —udy  AisconnecteA from the life 
sheWA ’nownk the life sheWA thought was hersk  anA navigating this space that was new anA 
frighteningk human anA notk  realiKing how baAly she wanteA to live now that the choice 
haA been  strippeA from her. The Aeath wish that Spi’e haA taunteA her about Nust  wee’s 
prior realiKeA in horriblek ugly technicolork only she haAnWt been  reaAy.

She also haAnWt been honest with herself. Er him. BnA she haAnWt ’nown whether sheWA 
get a chance to eRplain the whole mwastthing  to Files before he pulleA the trigger on his 
crossbowk so sheWA AeciAeA  to embrace that rec’less abanAon that haA once Ae,neA her 
anA leapeA  into Spi’eWs arms. xf she was going to wal’ to her Aeathk her last  memory 
coulA at least be a happy one.

Somehow that last memory haA become less a memory anA moreMrlpm.  Der everyAay. 
Spi’e loo’ing at her li’e he wanteA to Aevour her“anA he  AiAk heWA proven it“anA Aoing 
his part to ma’e the harsh corners of her  worlA go softk her focus narrowing to the point 
the smells anA  sensations anA worries that haunteA her became too fuKKy to consiAer.

BnA right nowk there was a ?uestion in his eyes. B ?uestion he  alreaAy haA the answer 
tok but woulA wait for her to give him  nonetheless.

”Jistract mek- —udy whispereAk anA the neRt thing she ’newk she was  against his chestk 
in his armsk his mouth on her anA one of his hanAs  tangleA in her hair. BnA he was all 
she coulA smell or tastek feel or  breathek anA her bac’ was presseA against the stairwell 
wall anA he was  Aoing things with his tongue that she still thought a little too ma’Y,tto be 
runYofYtheYmill supernatural.

”x love youk- Spi’e whispereA against her lips before Aragging his  own Aown her throatk 
ma’ing her s’in singk ma’ing her feel the sort of  warmth that she associateA with living. 
”FoAk how x love you.-

—udy sigheAk slipping a hanA between them to pull at his belt. ”Cess tellk more show.-
De grinneA up at herk his eRpression pure sin. ”—ossy bitch.-
”xWm waiting.-
”zerish the thought.-
BnA then his mouth was on her againk anA whatever retort she might have ,reA bac’ 
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qew out of her minA.
De was reallyk really gooA at mlwyj

Ddkt.gY
xt AiAnWt hit herk not reallyk the magnituAe of what sheWA lost until  she realiKeA that 

she coulAnWt stay in her own house. Iot with her mom  anA sister crowAing her with 
their horrorYslashYconcernYslashYcuriosityk  not listening to her“not unAerstanAingk reY
ally“when she as’eAk beggeAk  pleaAeA with them to give her space. There was Nust no 
gooA way to tell  someone that they smelleA li’e fooAk especially when she ’new one slip  
of control coulA cost her more than the life Jrusilla haA stolen.

—eyonA not unAerstanAing that the scent of their richk pumping blooA  was wrea’ing 
havoc on —udyWs warring instinctsk both Jawn anA …oyce  too’ the Idb’p,Ytnews with a 
lot more grace anA a lot less  concern than she woulA have eRpecteA. —ut maybe that was 
Nust a  byproAuct of Spi’e being arounA all the time“they AiAnWt see what the  big Aeal 
was. jellk Jawn more so. …oyce seemeA to be braveYfacing it.  1esigneA to the ’nowleAge 
there was really nothing that coulA be Aone  anA that Aisplaying upset woulA Nust ma’e a 
baA situation worsek anA at  —udyWs eRpensek no less.

So that was gooA. ‘om anA Jawn not wigging out helpeA —udy feel a  bit more 
grounAeAk a bit less li’e sheWA Nust lost everything. Hesk  there woulA be an aANustment 
anA yesk that aANustment woulA be harAk but  harAer than any of the other aANustments 
sheWA faceAO DarAer than going  from a carefree schoolgirl to superYstrong Aemon ,ghter 
overnightO Bt  least her paraAigm haAnWt completely shifteA od its aRis this time. She  
AiAnWt have to reAe,ne the worlAk start seconAYguessing whether there  actually haA ever 
been monsters unAer her beA. She Nust neeAeA to wrap  her minA arounA the whole gwt
bw,Ytmagtthing. The immortality thing. The blooAYArin’ing thing.

—ut at her own pace. She wasnWt about to let herself stay in a  situation when she felt 
this out of control. So rather than Araping  blan’ets over her beAroom winAowk —udy 
as’eA Spi’e if she coulA go bac’  to his crypt. The only place sheWA been since awa’ening 
that felt  safe“safe for others. Safe from her.

The Aoor closeA them od from the rest of the worlAk anA for a  momentk —udy stooA 
staring at the place wherek Nust hours earlierk  sheWA aAmitteA he was right. That there was 
something between them. That  she wanteA him. That heWA been insiAe of herk fuc’ing 
her against that  mausoleum wallk letting her eRperience one last gooA thing before she  
potentially wal’eA to her permanent Aeath.

URcept she haAnWt AieA a permanent Aeath. BnA sheWA all but insisteA  on coming bac’ 
with him. To this place that still smelleA of seR. ‘ore  Aaunting now than it haA been 
when sheWA believeAM jellM

Shit.
”2mmk Spi’eO- —udy braceA herself anA turneA arounA. xf she was  going to Ao thisk 

she neeAeA to loo’ at him Airectly while she AiA. Uven  ifk through a certain lensk all of 
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this coulA be vieweA as his faultk  heWA Aone nothing but proviAe support ever since sheWA 
wo’en up. BnA she  wasnWt all that interesteA in that lensk anyway. Files probably woulA  
be once the Aust settleAk anA that 0anAer woulA be was a givenk but that  wasnWt fair to 
Spi’e. Bll heWA Aone was love her.

BnA he AiA love her. xf nothing elsek the last Aay haA proven it. ‘ight not be love as 
she unAerstooA itk but it was real.

jhen she met his eyesk she founA him regarAing her with something  between resigY
nation anA acceptance. —ut he AiAnWt spea’. …ust waiteA.  Iot going to go out of his way 
to ma’e this easy on her. She haA the  stage.

”jith whatMhappeneA earlierM- —udy waveA at the wallk eRperienceA  the oAA sensaY
tion of blushing without pumping blooA. zhantom heat in her  chee’s insteaA of the real 
thing. ”xM x want you to ’now that  everything x saiA anAMx AonWt regret that weM jhat 
we AiA.-

The corner of Spi’eWs mouth twitcheA. ”1ec’on thereWs a xartin there somewherek 
yeahO-

”Iot a xarjt‘aybe a lwyYIY,O- She trieA for a smile  that she AiAnWt feelk her chest 
clenching in the place her heart was  useA to beating. ”x Nust AonWtM x AonWt thin’ itWs a gooA 
iAea to  getMinvolveA right now. x am barely holAing on anA trying on a new  relationship 
while getting useA to the iAea of being freshly unAeaA is  probably NustM xtWs Nust not a 
gooA iAea. x AonWt ’now what xWm feeling  or“-

De suc’eA in his chee’s anA noAAeA. ”x hear you. Iot saying neverk Nust not now.-
The worAs were the right worAs but the tone AiAnWt match. ”URactly.-
”BnA you meant it earlier. jhen you saiA there is something there.-  Spi’e inclineA his 

heaA towarA the wall. ”That x wasnWt od my roc’er at  feeling what x feel. Hou feel it too.-
”x“-
”Iot lovek but you fancy me. Dave for a while now.-
—udy parteA her lips to responA but her voice AiAnWt cooperate. xt  was both true 

anA not true“an oversimpli,cation of feelings too compleR  anA contraAictory anA 
overwhelming to begin to parse apart. xn the enAk  noAAing was the easiest answer.

xt was also the one he was prepareA for. ”Heahk- Spi’e saiA. ”xt was  Nust a mite easier to 
mean it when you thought you were heaAing od to  your proper Aeathk x eRpect.-

”ThatWs not fair.-
”Iok itWs not. —ut itWs the truthk innitO Hou were happy to have me so long as you AiAnWt 

have to live with it after.-
”Spi’ek thatWsM- She closeA her eyes to grounA herselfk wishing so  harA for clarity that 

the wish became an ache. ”xtWs Nust a lotk o’ayO  xWm sorry that itWs not what you want. —ut 
x canWtM x Nust udgVrtright now. xWm not saying that it was wrong or a mista’e. xt wasnWt. 
ThatMkwaHsaveA my life. Hou really AiA. —ut x AonWt ’now what life loo’s li’e anA that 
terri,es me.-

Spi’e AiAnWt say anything for a long beat“AiAnWt Ao anythingk either.  …ust stooA anA 
regarAeA her with an infuriatingly inscrutable  eRpressionk way too closeA od for her taste. 
Thenk ,nallyk he sigheAk  anA something seemeA to roll od him. ”Sorryk petk- he saiAk 
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scu;ng  the bottom of his boot along the stone qoor. ”xWm a plon’er.-
”B whatO-
”Bll thisM- De blin’eA harA anA gestureA at the space that surrounAeA them. ”‘y 

Aoingk rightO Bll of it is.-
”Hou AiAnWt ma’e Jrusilla Ao what she AiA.-
”Iok but xWm the reason she came here. The reason she snideA you  out. zut you in my 

beA.- Spi’e sigheA anA ran a hanA over his heaAk anA  she trieA“she really AiA“not to 
thin’ about how easily the gel haA  crac’eA between her ,ngersk how soft that hair was in 
truth. ”SlayerM  xWm not a gooA mank but xWm your man. Dowever you want mek if you 
want  me at all. xWm yours. Untirely yours.-

Eh goAk she coulA not Ao this now. ”Spi’eMthatWsM- Too much. Everwhelming. ”x 
AonWt neeA you to be mine.-

”Iot a matter of neeAk Nust the state of things.- De met her gaKe  againk his smile saA. 
”Seems x recall Jru maAe a mess anA x AonWt wager  youWll wanna sleep with grave Airtk so 
holA tight here anA xWll get the  beA all nice for you.-

She watcheA him wal’ awayk heaA towarA the hatch that leA to the  place where sheWA 
AieA anA been reborn. jonAering if she ought to leave  but ’nowing she coulAnWt. She 
haA nowhere to go. Io time to get to CB  before the sun rose anA she AiAnWt trust herself 
on the Nourneyk anywayk  consiAering her options were the bus or stealing her momWs S2'k 
anA she  wasnWt even sure she ’new where BngelWs new place was. Uven less sure  she wanteA 
to see himk that she coulA stanA the loo’ on his face when he  realiKeA what haA become 
of her.

Iok this was her best bet. xn this crypt with the vampire who loveA herk who ydmthersk 
no matter how terrifying the thought.

DdkthpOlr
”Tell me you love itk- he raspeA into her eark Aigging his ,ngers  into the qesh of her ass 

as he leverageA her into his thrusts. ”Tell me  you love how x ma’e you feel.-
—udy curleA her hanA arounA the bac’ of his nec’k using the leg she  haA curveA arounA 

his waist to pull him Aeeper. Pelt the way he  shuAAereAk the soft moan that raspeA against 
her s’in which he chaseA  with a growl. ”x love itk- she gaspeAk not meaning to but unable 
to  stop. xt was the truth. xf nothing elsek he haA earneA her honesty. ”x  love it.-

”jhat Ao you lovek babyO- Dis mouth was on her throat nowk teasing over the place 
heWA last bit into her. ”Hou love this coc’O-

”Spi’eM-
”ThatWs my namek not an answer.- She coulA hear his grin even if she  coulAnWt see itk 

feel the curve of his lips. ”Tell mek sweet. Tell me  you love the way x fuc’ you with this 
coc’.-

”Eh goA.-
”FooA girls answer ?uestions when theyWre as’eAk Slayer. Bre you my gooA girlO-
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—udy tippeA her heaA bac’ with a soft mewl. She was fairly certain  gooA girls AiAnWt 
Ao what she was Aoingk AiAnWt snea’ od into  stairwells so their boyfrienA coulA fuc’ all 
violentk vampiric thoughts  out of their braink but heyk maybe sheWA been Aoing the whole 
Oww…tOp,stthing wrong this entire time. SheWA have to circle bac’ to that.

”Joes my gooA girl love the way x fuc’ her sweet pussyO-
Hesk yes she AiAk because in those moments she felt alive“felt her  veins warmk felt hot 

all over in ways sheWA ta’en for granteA bac’ when  sheWA haA a heartbeat. —ut it wasnWt Nust 
thisk the sensation of Spi’e  spearing into herk ma’ing all the empty places full“it was the 
things he  saiA. The heat of his worAsk the passion anA neeA anA truthk his truthk  pouring 
out of him in an enAless stream. BnA that was why she AiAnWt  answer“why she AraggeA 
it out. She never wanteA him to stop. She wanteA  those whispereA oaths anA Aesperate 
?uestions to continue forever. To  revel in his neeA for herk because as long as that neeA 
eRisteAk she  coulA holA onto this.

—ut that was the thing about Spi’e that she was still getting useA  to“the neeA was 
always there. She felt it nowk in his Aesperatek  pounAing thrustsk in the harsh breaths 
he stolek the scraping of his  teeth along her s’ink the soft little whimpers anA sighs that 
spilleA  from his lips. Uvery bit of her he got seemeA to ma’e him ravenous for  more. xt was 
beyonA heaAyk being someoneWs aAAiction. —eing f’pSYVmtaAAiction.  URperiencing how it 
truly felt to have a manWs complete Aevotionk a  thing sheWA thought sheWA haA before but 
haA realiKeAk no. Iok this was a  ,rst.

”Tell mek- Spi’e whispereA againk urgent nowk his voice low enough  thatk even with her 
vampire sensesk she barely hearA them over the wet  smac’ of their boAies. ”Puc’k —udyk 
please tell me.-

—udy suc’eA in a breath that tasteA of themk Nolting when she felt  his hanA between 
themk then again at the sensation of fangs at her  throat. BnA if someone haA tolA her a 
wee’ ago that sheWA be here“trying  to ,gure out which thing to tell him because there 
were so many“she  woulA never have believeA it.

”x love the way you feelk- she panteA at lastk clutching him tighter  when he moaneA anA 
rewarAeA her with a harA thrustk his ,ngers barely  graKing her clitk anA everything in her 
was tighteningk tighteningk the  pressure so Aelicious but unmanageablek unsustainablek 
no matter how  much she wanteA to ma’e it last. ”x love your coc’k anA your fangs.-

Spi’e trembleAk nippeA at her throat with Nust enough bite that she ’new they were 
out. ”jant my fangsk babyO-

”Jo you want mineO-
”Puc’ yes.-
”Hou ,rst.-
xn the enAk it was mutual. The spar’ of pain before the eRplosion of  pleasurek white 

hot ecstasy threatening to split her apartk turn her to  Austk Spi’e snarling into her throat 
as she tighteneA anA clencheA anA  spasmeA arounA his coc’k —udy snarling right bac’ 
into his as he buc’eA  anA pulseA anA emptieA insiAe of her. She haA never felt so in sync  
with anyone anA that was starting to Ao something other than scare her.  xt was starting 
to feel rightk even inevitable.
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xt was starting to feel li’e love. BnA that ought to terrify her took but strangelyk it AiAnWt.
Bfter allk the worst haA alreaAy happeneA.
The thought AiAnWt get a chance to get comfortable insiAe her heaAk  thoughk or 

anywhere else. —efore she coulA thin’ of unwinAing herself  from arounA Spi’ek much less 
retract her fangs from his throatk the  stairwell Aoor burst openk reminAing her sharply of 
where they  were“where they yY,YgVr“anA eRactly why she haA stolen away in the ,rst 
place.

”Ehk- saiA a familiar voice. ”x AiAnWt meanM x was Nust loo’ing for —udy.-
”—enL- —udy pulleA her mouth bac’ so fast she tore Spi’eWs  s’in“something sheWA 

have to ma’e up for later“anA forceA her feet to  ,nA the qoork rushing to right her 
clothing as much as possible. FoAk  how embarrassing was thisO Dow woulA she even 
begin to eRplain itO  ”Sorryk we were NustM-

—ut she AiAnWt get a chance to come up with an eRcusek for —en wasnWt —en anymore.
”Deyk- Flory saiA sniAelyk her eyes positively Aancing. ”Dow come no one tolA me the 

Slayer was a vampireO-

Ddkt.gY
‘aybe it AiAnWt have to be terrifying.
‘aybe —udy AiAnWt neeA to have everything ,gureA out in orAer to  accept Spi’e the 

way he accepteA her“this her anA the olA her anA  whatever her woulA be here tomorrow. 
BnA maybe that was the thing that  haA her wiggeA. The prospect of not facing something 
alone. Ef being  with someone who woulA let her bek whatever that loo’eA li’e. jhatever  
she woulA give.

These were the sort of thoughts you haA when you were sleeping in  your formerYenY
emyYturneAYloverWs recently cleaneA beAk the place where  you haA wo’en up Nust hours 
earlier in a worlA with branA new rules.

Spi’e was on the qoor besiAe the beA“his iAea when heWA caught her  eRpression upon 
his suggestion that they Nust minA their siAes. SheWA  felt awful in the moment but still 
on eAge from the conversation  upstairsk trying to reconcile the Spi’e that haA liveA in 
her heaA the  past four years with the one stanAing in front of herk reAe,ning  everything 
sheWA thought sheWA ’nown. This nicek consiAerate version of  the guy who haA introAuceA 
himself to her via Aeath threat was  brainYbrea’ingk anA her brain haA alreaAy been put 
through the paces.

—udy haAnWt been wrongk though. xt was a lot. Too much. ‘ore than  one person 
shoulA ever have to hanAlek anA goAk how many times haA she  crosseA that thresholA 
nowO She was barely twenty years olA anA haA two  Aeaths unAer her beltk never minA the 
numerous apocalypses anA the  overall havingYnoYsayYinYherYlife. That she was in a place 
where she haA  to reAe,ne her eRistence dOdpgtwas alreaAy beyonA the pale. Throw in a 
lovesic’ vampire on top of that anA how coulA dgkwgYtbe eRpecteA to AealO

URcept lying here in the beA that belongeA to himk in the crypt that  belongeA to himk 
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staring at the ceiling anA going over every step of her  Aay to this point haA her circling 
bac’ to the same ?uestion. JiA she  have to have all the answers before she too’ a chance 
anA seiKeA  something for herselfO

BnA that was the cruR of the thingk wasnWt itO Uvery time —udy haA  seiKeA for herselfk 
the result haA been pain. 1awk brutalk  soulYcrushingk worlAYrenAing pain that sheWA haA 
to claw anA ,ght her  way bac’ fromk but never in full. Blways with pieces of herself 
left  behinAk the guarAian of the thing that haA hurt so muchk always vigilant  anA always 
eRpecting another blowk no matter how much time haA passeAk  for time was quiA anA 
the past was never really past. xt was with her  through every Aecisionk every battlek every 
seconA of every Aay  reminAing her of what she stooA to lose if she gambleA to gain.

—ut she also wasnWt the person sheWA been before. BnA Spi’eM jellk  she AiAnWt ’now 
how she felt beyonA what sheWA alreaAy tolA him. That  yesk she ’new there was something 
there“something they haA mutually  AanceA arounA for years. Something electric anA 
ris’y anA funk anA all  the more Aangerous xYudamYtit was funk which also maAe it seAuctive 
anA intoRicating. ‘aAe it easy to Aismiss the Aanger.

FoAk she was overthin’ing this relationship before it was even a relationship. BnA the 
really annoying part was he was right“he ld…tbeen  right when heWA thrown it in her 
face earlier. SheWA been all  bonesYNumpy when sheWA thought the enA was nigh but the 
seconA she haA  to actually live with the conse?uences of her Aecisionk her feet haA  gone 
iceYcolA anA sheWA pulleA the emergency bra’e. Iot because she  AiAnWt wantk but because 
she AiAnWt ’now what it meant to want. Dow to  regarA anything in her new eRistence. 
jhich wasnWt even twentyYfour  hours olA.

BnA tomorrow woulA be Nust li’e toAay. BnA the neRt Aay. BnA the neRt  Aay. UventuY
ally sheWA run out of people to Aisappoint or Aisgust or  bothk anA the newness of her new 
life woulA be a little less newk anA  sheWA have to ,gure out how to ’eep moving forwarA in 
this boAy. Xeep  living. B life that now stretcheA so far aheaA of her she coulAnWt see  the 
enAingk anA how was that for ironyO Bll this timek all —udy haA  neeAeA to Ao to outlive 
her eRpiration Aate was Aie.

B lot less wor’ than sheWA thought.
”IoM-
—udy blin’eAk uncertain whether sheWA imagineA the voice or not. xt  was low anA faintk 

though not so faint she coulAnWt hear it over the  noise in her heaA. She waiteA a beatk then 
anotherk anA when it came  againk a softk ”IoMJruM- she haA her answer.

Swallowingk —udy rolleA onto her siAe to peer over the eAge of the  mattressk where 
Spi’e lay prone on the stone qoork a perfunctory pillow  unAer his heaA anA a sheet riAing 
low on his otherwise na’eA boAy.  Ia’eA eRcept a pair of sil’ paNama bottoms theyWA both 
been surpriseA to  Aiscover he owneA“”Darmk- heWA muttereAk eyeing the horse pattern 
with  Aisgust. ”1ec’on thatWs the closest she coulA ,nA to a soAAing unicorn  that she 
featureA xWA wear.-

She watcheA him for a long stretchk long enough to thin’ that might  have been itk 
before he Ner’eA his chin anA whimpereA againk brow  furrowing. ”Stop. JonWt. JonWt. 
zlease AonWtk- he beggeAk voice pitching  upk a harsh whisper against the still airk anA —udy 
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’new. 2nAerstooA  in ways she really AiAnWt want to unAerstanA.
”Spi’ek- she saiA before she coulA stop herself. Then she …p…tstop herselfk becausek wellk 

what was she going to sayO iwaV,Yt—amrtldIpgOtdtxd…t…,YdbO Hesk he wask but a Aream that 
haA alreaAy come true. TrVmtwSdkO  xt wasnWt o’ay“nothing about this was o’ay“but it 
also wasnWt on him.  DeWA alreaAy assumeA way too much of the blame Auring wa’ing 
hours. De  AiAnWt neeA to Ao it in his sleep.

She was on the qoor besiAe him before she fully registereA her  intent to movek s’ating 
a hanA along his arm until her ,ngers were  curleA arounA his shoulAer. xt was strange 
touching him li’e thisk  s’inYtoYs’ink seeing him all shirtless with the abs anA the musY
culature  that sheWA intellectually ’nown haA to eRist but haAnWt let herself  consiAer the 
way Spi’e was a man in aAAition to being a vampire.  Jangerous territoryk thatk anA for 
reasons sheWA alreaAy owneA up to.  —ut feeling his qesh unAer her ,ngersk ’nowing heWA 
been insiAe of her  Nust a few hours agok that all of that haA really happeneA“the way  
everything else haA really happeneA“was heaAy. Blmost overwhelming.

BnA he was still whimpering.
”Stopk- he pleaAeA softly. ”JonWt. JonWt. FoAk Jruk pleaseM —udyM-
”Spi’e.- She Aug her nails into his s’in anA gave him a sha’e. xt AiAnWt seem to Ao much. 

”Spi’ek wa’e up. xtWs“-
”Slayer. JonWt.-
”Spi’ek- she saiA againk sha’ing harAer nowk though with the same result. ”Spi’ek wa’e 

up. JruWs not here. xtWs Nust us.-
”IooooM- Dis eRpression contorteAk anA the scent of wet salt hit the airk faint but 

unmista’able. ”Iok fuc’k Nust ’ill bY.-
—udy stareA at himk minA racingk then AeciAeAk rwtlYsstyprltpr-tanA threw her leg over 

his hips to straAAle him at the waist. BnA whoak lYd…k-tthough  also familiar“this was a 
view sheWA haA many times beforek though  somehow also notk anA that thought woulA 
be a lot of fun to Aissect at  some point in the future that was not this point. 1ight nowk 
she Nust  neeAeA him to wa’e up.

”Spi’e.- She seiKeA his other shoulAer anA shoo’. ”Spi’eL-
”Slayer.-
”ThatWs right. FooA goAk how are you this heavy a sleeper anA still  aliveO- ‘aybe she 

ought to pop him in the nose. ”Seriously. HouWre  Aemona non grata in town. Bll anyone 
woulA have to Ao is ,nA you when  youWre asleep anA“-

”—udyO-
She s?uea’eA anA releaseA her grip on his shoulAersk starting so  suAAenly she woulA 

have toppleA over if she haAnWt been astriAe him.  ”Ehk- she saiAk her voice pitching up an 
octave. ”x guess youWre awa’e.-

Spi’e blin’eA up at herk his eyes almost blac’ in the cryptWs  AimYtoYnoneRistent 
lighting. The fact that she coulA see at all was  li’ely courtesy of her branAYspan’ing new 
vampire genesk come to thin’  of itk which she AiA. Thin’ of it. 1ight now. xt was that or 
thin’ about  the fact that she was straAAling him anA he was no longer asleep. She  haAnWt 
thought any of this through.
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”x miss somethingO- Spi’e as’eAk anA then his hanAs were on her hipsk  anA ohk that felt 
better than it haA a right to. The strength in those  hanAsk the grip. ”Thought you AeciAeA 
you AiAnWt want to complicate  things. Iot that xWm complainingk minA youk but“-

”Hou were Areamingk- —udy blurteAk once again eRperiencing that oAA  sensation that 
informeA her sheWA be blushing if she haA the blooA qow.  ”xt sounAeAMbaA.-

Some of the spar’ faAeA from his eyes. ”x was tal’ing in my sleepO-
”Heah. Iot ?uietly.-
”—alls.- De rolleA his heaA bac’k sighing harA“harA enough to ma’e  his throat 

muscles wor’k which —udy Ae,nitely enNoyeA watching. Blmost  as much as she enNoyeA 
the sensation of his hanAs where he still  grippeA herk or the feel of him between her legs. 
zarticularly one part  of him that was wa’ing up pretty Aamn fast.

She shoulA move. She ’new she shoulA. —ut she AiAnWt want to. The  worlA sheWA 
’nown was gone“the neRt one she liveA in was hers to ma’ek  hers to Ae,nek anA she 
coulA Ao it with fear or withM jellk not fear.  She haA no iAea what was going to happen 
tomorrow or the neRt Aay or any  of those Aaysk but for nowk Nust for nowk maybe it woulA 
be o’ay to be  rec’less. Sel,sh. Jo without thin’ing. SeiKe the Aay the way she once  haA.

BnA Spi’e haA alreaAy saiA it“regarAless of what she AeciAeAk he was hers. So why not 
ta’eO jhy not ldIYO

”Hou were Areaming about JruO- —udy as’eA when he brought his gaKe bac’ to hers. 
”ThatWs what it sounAeA li’e.-

”Something li’e that.- De wor’eA his throatk qasheA a paineA sort of  smile that wasnWt 
a smile at all. ”jager xWll see it happen every night  for a time yet. ‘y blooAy brain showing 
me what x coulAWve Aone if xWA  been ?uic’erk more clever. Dow x coulAWveMstoppeA it.-

”StoppeA Jru.-
De noAAeA. BnA that was it“the last of her resistance melteAk anA  —udyWs hanAs 

were on his facek his chee’sk anA she was ’issing him. Iot  Nust ’issing himk trying to 
Aevour himk anA Spi’e whimpereA anA  AevoureA her right bac’. Teeth scraping at her 
lipsk tongue eRploringk  searchingk lighting her up from the insiAek feeAing her bac’ the 
warmth  that haA been strippeA. xt was messy anA complicateA anA the worst iAea  in the 
worlAk probablyk but it was also hersk lY,m-tsomething that she coulA call her own after 
everything else.

”x want thisk- she whispereA against his lips when he bro’e away to  eRplore her throatk 
the grip he haA on her hips so tight she wonAereA if  sheWA bruiseAk sort of hopeA she 
woulAk anA he was holAing her against  his coc’k thrusting up anA Aoing things to her 
s’in with his mouth that  haA to be the best ’inA of evil. ”x ’now x shoulAnWt“-

”Sure you shoulAk- Spi’e murmureA. ”Hou shoulA Ao this a lot.-
—udy surpriseA herself by laughing. ”2h huh.-
”Firl li’e you Aeserves everything she wants. Uspecially if what you  want is me.- 

De lic’eA a line Aown her nec’k paying eRtra attention to  the sensitive mar’ Aenoting 
where Jru haA maAe her immortalk anA Ow…-twhere  vampire bites haA always been 
eRtraYsensitivek now they were Aownright  electric. —udy threw her heaA bac’k wanting 
morek neeAing morek anA she  must have saiA that or he Nust unAerstooA because she got 
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more. ‘ore of  his mouthk his tonguek his teethk more whispereA oaths anA soft  caresses. 
She felt wilA anA untameA anA it shoulA have scareA her more  than it AiA“the powerk 
the strength“how much of it she coulA feel unAer  her s’in.

Dow much he maAe her feelk the way he sigheA anA whimpereA anA archeA anA 
noAAeA“kYm-tkYm-tkYm-tplease-tfsdkY,“when  she Aove her hanA unAer the waistbanA 
of his silly paNama bottoms to  eRplore his coc’. Peel it again against her palmk in her 
,ngersk aAmire  the sil’en pull of his s’in along the shaft when she began to stro’e.  The 
smell of himk mus’y anA Aeepk Y)uprY…“she coulA smell his  eRcitementk how cool was 
thatO“overlayeA with all the scents that maAe  him Spi’e. She swipeA her thumb over the 
heaA of his coc’k whimpereA  when he whimpereAk then lifteA her hanA to her mouth to 
taste his  precumk anA the sounA that rumbleA through him wasnWt a growl or a  whimper 
but some guttural combination that she felt Aown to her bones.  Then they were hurrying 
togetherk in a racek Spi’e ,sting her panties  anA tearing anA —udy shifting up to rub 
herself along his Aic’k feel  him against her wet qesh“,Ydssktwetk holy cow“anA tease the  
slic’ heaA of him against her clit before Spi’e snarleA anA she snarleA  bac’ anA then he 
was parting herk pushing into herk becoming herk anA  she was becoming himk anA it was 
li’e it haA been earlier but also not  because nowk this timek she ’new there woulA be a 
tomorrow. She  unAerstooA that this wasnWt a senAYodk a nice possibly ,nal memory to  
erase the baA that haA heralAeA her Aeath. xt was the start of something  new“the start 
of something lY,mj

—ecause that was what he was. Ders. Spi’e was hers. BnA she got to AeciAe what that 
meant. Io one else.

”Puc’k- Spi’e gaspeA into her collarbone before nipping at her s’in. ”Dow gooA you 
grip me.-

—udy noAAeAk sin’ing further onto his coc’k into the wonAerful  pressure splitting her 
in two but ma’ing her whole at the same time. ”So  Aeepk- she whispereA. ”So Aeep.-

”FoAk yes. Gan you ta’e moreO janna feel you all arounA me.-
”x can ta’e whatever you give me.-
Spi’e lifteA his heaA to grin up at herk his eyes shining. ”That a promisek SlayerO-
”xtWs a challengek *db’p,Y.-
Dis breath hitcheA anA he twisteA his hanA in her hair. ”Then get  reaAy to ta’e it. 

Fonna ,ll you up.- BnA the neRt thing she ’newk she  was on her bac’k the stone qoor 
scraping at her shoulAer blaAesk anA  Spi’e was above herk pounAing into her at a pace that 
woulA have hurtk  shoulA have hurtk slayer or notk eRcept she was more than a slayer now.  
‘ore than a vampirek too. She was something newk something the worlA haA  not seen 
beforek at the thresholA of Aiscovery.

Spi’e seemeA to ’now or at least guess. Er maybe it was obviousk on  her facek in her 
boAyk maybe he felt it with every plungek the harAk  rough caAence of his thrusts anA the 
pain that wasnWt pain. De grinneAk  all fangk still with her hair ,steA in his hanAk pulling 
her heaA bac’  so her throat was bare to himk anA then Aropping his mouth therek  teasing 
along the place her pulse no longer NumpeAk again ghosting his  lips against the mar’k then 
his incisorsk muttering all the while.

L8



1UJUPxIxTxEI

”Jo me li’e thatk love. S?ueeKe me li’e that. So tight. So wet. Das  this pussy always 
been this wet for meO GoulA Arown in you. Cet me Arown  in youk Summers. Cet me 
fuc’ing Arown.-

”‘orek- —udy whispereA bac’k surging up to meet him every time he  pulleA his Aic’ 
awayk ,ghting him for itk for that fullnessk anA  somehow both rewarAeA anA AenieAk 
because he always too’ what he gave.  ”‘ore.-

”‘ore whatk babyO-
”Spi’e.-
De pulleA his heaA bac’ Nust enough to grin wic’eAly into her eyes. ”‘ore Spi’e whatO 

‘ore of Spi’eWs coc’O-
”…ust more. Hou got moreO-
The loo’ he gave her was AelighteA anA hot anA aweA all at oncek anA  she felt it pluc’ 

something insiAe of herk something she haAnWt felt in  so long sheWA forgotten it was there. 
—ut then he was noAAingk anA  ’issing herk lips anA fangsk anA seiKing her by the thigh 
with his free  hanA to push her leg bac’k bac’k ,tting it over his shoulAerk anA he  was 
somehow even Aeeper insiAe of her. Pilling herk stretching herk anA  spearing her with his 
coc’k gruntingk snarlingk the air punctuateA with  harAk wet smac’s anA the scrape of s’in 
against stonek anA a roaring in  her heaA that felt both insiAe of her anA notk anA this was 
hers. xt was  hersk anA she was going to ’eep it. Xeep him. Xeep this because sheWA  neeA itk 
neeAeA something that no one else coulA touch in orAer to  survive.

xt was a combination that haA her ,ring into the stratospherek  surrenAering to the 
eR?uisite burnk eRploAing but piecing her together  again at the same time. Spi’eWs worAsk 
,lthy anA loving all at oncek  Spi’eWs hanAsk which were somehow everywhere“her 
breastsk her throatk  her thighk between them stro’ing her clit amiA the brutal rhythm 
of his  thrusts“Spi’eWs eyesk ,erce anA full anA focuseA on herk Spi’eWs fangsk  anA the 
sensation of being sliceA openk of feeling him in two placesk  pushing anA pullingk all 
of it coalescing until the pressure haA nowhere  to go but out. BnA she shuAAereA anA 
clampeA anA spasmeAk anA Spi’e  saiA her name li’e it was poetry or a prayerk anA AiA as 
heWA  promiseA“,lleA her with him. zoureA himself into her until there was  nothing for 
him to Ao but collapse panting against herk his weight a  comfort. Bll of him a comfort.

Der comfort. +Y,mjtBnA she AiAnWt neeA to ’now what that meant for the long run Nust 
yet. Bll she neeAeA was the now.

jhichk than’fullyk he was more than willing to give.

DdkthpOlr
‘ore than the blooAk more than the sunlightk more than the aversion  to holy relicsk 

the thing that haA re?uireA the most aANustment for  —udy was speeA. Dow she coulA be 
in one place one momentk blin’k anA be  clear across the room in the neRt. Dow thin’ing 
about moving was as  gooA as Aoing it. Iot even the aAAeA strength haA re?uireA too 
much  mental rearrangingk for that was something she haA alreaAy Aone once  before. —ut 
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moving li’e a preAator in aAAition to a warrior haA thrown  her od coursek anA she still 
wasnWt useA to how fast her personal  scenery coulA change.

Dow she coulA go from being entangleA in Spi’ek pulsing arounA his  coc’ as she roAe 
out the last of her orgasmk to plummeting several  stories anA snarling arounA a mouthful 
of hellgoA. —ut when —udy  returneA to herselfk that was where she was. En the grounA 
qoor of the  stairwellk surrounAeA by Aebris anA NaggeA bits of concrete anA Aust.  Ehk anA 
her fangs were in FloryWs throat. Der ,dgOmtwere in FloryWs rl,wdrtanA fuc’ing pure li?uiA 
ambrosia was on her tongue.

—udy pulleA bac’ harA enough that more goA came along for the riAek  anA Flory gave 
a softk pitiful cough that sounAeA about as Aivine as one  of 0anAerWs belches. She blin’eA 
blearyk glassy eyes upwarAk her  eRpression somewhere between shoc’ anA inAignation anA 
respectk then  lifteA a hanA to the open wounA that was her throat.

”—itchk- Flory saiAk her voice faint. ”ThatWsM ThatWs cheating. jho tolA youMyou 
coulAMget fangsO-

That was the most she got out before her face AissolveA anA rather  than straAAling 
Floryk —udy founA herself astriAe —en. De who she haAk  at one pointk ’inAaYsorta 
consiAereA Aatingk even if sheWA never gotten  far enough past the ’inAaYsortra to put 
anything in motion. —en was here  because he was Flory. Er Flory was —en. ErMwhatO

”jhatO- —en cho’eA out as though heWA hearA the thoughtk lifting the  hanA that Flory 
haA presseA to her“hisO TheirO“throat anA Nolting when  he saw it was smeareA with 
blooA. ”jhatMwhat AiA youM Eh goA.-

”HouWre Floryk- —udy blurteAk the last of FloryWs“—enWsO“blooA Araining Aown her 
throatk anA Ow…-tshe  coulA feel itk strength that was more than strength. That maAe her  
insiAes feel li’e a bouncy housek li’e if she AiAnWt watch herselfk the  speeA she alreaAy 
wasnWt useA to woulA go into hyperArivek anA sheWA be  across town“maybe across the 
state“in a matter of seconAs. Porget a  plummet Aown howeverYmany stories to the 
grounA.

”SheM Hou remember.- ‘ore blin’ing. ”HouWre a vampire.-
”BnA youWre“-
”xWm not.- —en cougheA anA trieA to move but AiAnWt get far. ”SheWsMmy sister. je 

shareM They put her in me.-
—udy AiAnWt as’ what that meant. She AiAnWt want to ’now. SuAAenlyk  her thoughts 

were consumeA with her own sister. The one some other rlYk-or maybe even the same 
rlYk“haA  planteA in her life. The memories that were not realk only something  haA 
changeA. xn aAAition to the goA blooA ma’ing her afraiA of her own  boAyk —udy founA 
her heaA was suAAenly crammeA full. That things were  overlappingk colliAingk shatteringk 
anA she coulA see it easilyk where  the Aivision too’ place. jhere sheWA transitioneA from 
two roaAs into  one“the life sheWA liveA until Jawn anA the only life sheWA remembereA  
untilM

She releaseA a breathk loo’ing Aown at —en. DaA his blooA Aone thisO DaA lY,mO
—ehinA herk —udy hearA the heavy clomps of Spi’eWs boots thunAering  Aown the stairsk 

caught his rusheA breathsk anA felt something in  herself calm at ’nowing he was nearby. 
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Dis presence proviAeA a sort of  psychosomatic assurance that she woulAnWt lose control. 
Untirely placebo  but also entirely neeAeA.

”She AoesnWt ’nowk- —en cho’eA out suAAenlyk his eyes wiAe. ”Flory.  She AoesnWtM 
She AoesnWt ’now. BnA x wonWt tell her. x promise.-

—udy stilleA. ”She AoesnWt ’nowk- she echoeAk a statement rather than a ?uestion. 
”Flory AoesnWt ’nowM-

”Bbout your sister.-
”—ut you Ao.-
xf possiblek —enWs eyes wiAeneA even furtherk to the point she  woulAnWt be surpriseA 

if they poppeA out of their soc’ets. …ust whooshk  gone. Io more eyes. ”xM HouM Then 
whyO- The thumping of his heart  accelerateA almost to the point she woulA have worrieA 
if it haAnWt  immeAiately starteA to slowk blooA rushing still from the open wounA on  his 
nec’k anA she ’newk ag…Y,mrww…-tif she AiA nothing that he  was going to Aie here. That she 
woulA be responsible for that Aeathk his  blooA on her hanAs. xn her stomach. Still in her 
mouth.

BnA then something else“the vibration of hurrying footsteps through  the qoor anA 
walls. Ef course. The crash haAnWt eRactly been subtle.

”—udyk lovek- Spi’e saiAk placing a hanA on her shoulAer. ”Fotta move unless you aim 
to eRplain any of this to the lab coats.-

Bnother qashk anA —udy was on her feetk the thump of approaching  steps anA hearts 
anA humans closing in arounA her. ”jhereO- she as’eA  wilAlyk but Spi’e AiAnWt wait 
to replyk Nust seiKeA her wrist anA they  were running. Er lYtwas running anA somehow 
Aragging her along  with himk however that wor’eAk fueleA by some combination of 
instinct  anA fear. 1unning upk upk up one qight of stairs after anotherM running  until 
those same instincts that tolA her to run starteA screaming at  her to stopk for she was 
getting too close to something Aangerous. —ut  she coulAnWt ma’e her legs obeyk too NuiceA 
on goA blooAk too AetermineA  to put Aistance between her anA the mess sheWA left for 
others to clean  upk worAs anA whispers anA more than thatk anA —en ’new about Jawn. 
—en  ’newk anA —en was Floryk anA sheWA left him to be founA anA saveAk  which meant“

”SlayerL- Spi’e belloweAk sounAing far away Aespite the fact that he was right behinA 
her. ”—udyk petk stopL-

Stop whatO Stop runningO Iok she coulAnWt Ao that. Iot until she was  out of this 
builAing. Iot until everything that haA Nust happeneAk  everything sheWA Nust learneAk 
coulAnWt catch up.

”—udyL-
Spi’e manageA to tear his hanA away the seconA before she colliAeA  with the ,nal Aoor 

at the top of the stairwell. BnA then she was  sprinting across the hospital rooftopk her 
eyes ,lleA with a brightk  searing light that haA something insiAe of her screaming anA 
straining  for freeAom. That she ’new shoulA have ’illeA herk shoulA have sent her  up in 
qamesk but she was therek unAer open sunk batheA in light sheWA  ta’en for granteA until 
last wee’. There anA not Aying. There anA  somehow still whole.

xt was that thought that ,nally convinceA her feet to stopk though  she coulAnWt say how. 

L!



DECCH JUIxSU

Enly that she haA been in motion one seconA anA  wasnWt the neRt. xnsteaAk she founA 
herself at the eAge of the roofk  loo’ing Aown at the par’ing lot anA street anA houses 
beyonAk the worlA  that was SunnyAale in the Aaytime.

The worlA that wasnWt hers anymore. ShoulAnWt be hers.
—udy turneAk sha’ingk to Spi’ek who stooA in the Aoorwayk staring at her li’e she was 

something celestial.
”—looAy hellk- he breatheA out.
BnA she haA to agree with him.

Ddkt.yw
”x AonWt unAerstanA.-
”x AonWt ’now how else to eRplain it to you.-
”HouWreM This has to be some ’inA of a No’e.- 0anAer maAe a show of  rubbing his eyes. 

”HouWre a vampire. BnAMyouWre Aating Spi’eO Jo we not  remember the conversation we 
Nust haAO-

—udy glanceA at Spi’ek whok beyonA snorting anA rolling his eyesk  AiAnWt oder any 
response at all. zrobably for the bestk she AeciAeA. Bt  this pointk he coulA only aAA fuel 
to the ,re.

”xWm a vampirek- —udy agreeAk somehow managing to get the worAs out  without 
cho’ing on them. 2p until sheWA as’eA what the easiest Aaytime  route was to the ‘agic 
—oR for those who were sunlight sensitivek sheWA  actually haA a pretty nice Aay. FranteAk 
a lot of that niceness haA been  contingent upon ignoring her new biological reality in 
favor of  learning Nust how Aeep Spi’eWs oral ,Ration rank his mouth busy between  her 
legsk ,lling the air with all sorts of slurping noises that ought  to have embarrasseA her but 
haAnWtk because any time her minA haA  threateneA to infringe upon the momentk heNA 
swirl his tongue a certain  way or give her clit a harA suc’ anA sheWA be right bac’ with 
him.  jrithing anA whimpering anA thrusting herself against his mouthk  shivering when 
he chuc’leA anA sent eR?uisite little vibrations over anA  insiAe of herk anA goAk she haAnWt 
’nown seR coulA feel li’e this until  now“so amaKing anA liberating anA freeing anA if 
that was the traAe  odk it was almost worth the new Aiet.

Those thoughts haA been less frightening when sheWA been AistracteA.  Iow that she 
wasnWt“now that she was staring Aown her frienAs rather  than learning Nust how far bac’ 
she coulA benA her legs“they became  overwhelming again.

”Jrusilla turneA you into a vampirek- 0anAer repeateA. ”Hou were overpowereA by 
D,ampssd.-

”0anAerk AonWt say it li’e thatk- jillow aAmonisheA.
”Ci’e whatO-
”Ci’e —udy AiA something wrong. She canWt help that sheWs AeaA. Er unAeaA. Er that 

she lost to Jrusilla.-
Spi’e snic’ereA anA shifteA in his seat. ”—looAy chilArenk the lot of you.-

3K



1UJUPxIxTxEI

”xs it because of the vampire thing that youWre with Spi’eO- 0anAer  as’eA —udyk 
ignoring the comment. ”Ci’ek 5xWm AeaA now anA canWt Ao any  betterOW WGause —udyk x 
promise you can. Ci’ek Bngel. je remember  Bngelk AonWt weO-

—udy haA been Aoing her best not to thin’ of Bngelk actuallyk for a  number of reasonsk 
though strangely none that she coulA Aescribe all  that well. Ef course sheWA thought 
about it“the Bngel of it all. xt  woulA be stranger if she haAnWt. —ut every time she AiAk 
her stomach  clencheA anA herk wellk YIY,krlpgOt,lleA with AreaA. Ci’e she woulA have 
AisappointeA him somehow by having become what sheWA become. BnA that was stupiA.

URcept she coulAnWt convince herself. There haA to have been  something she coulA 
have Aonek rightO B Aecision she coulAWve maAe that  woulA have changeA her traNectoryk 
changeA everything. Xept her from  being hit by a cattleproAk from being chaineA upk 
from falling into  JruWs enigmatic eyes anA losing herself the way she haA.

BnA even if that wasnWt the caseM FoAk she Nust AiAnWt thin’ she  coulA Ao it again. Fet 
her hopes up about Bngel. Cose herself in the  whatYifs anA coulAYbes Nust to Aiscover there 
was some reasonk some  obvious bloc’k that woulA snatch everything bac’. Der being a 
vampire  AiAnWt ma’e his soul any more permanentk anA call her sel,shk but in  the time 
since she anA Bngel haA been togetherk —udy haA AiscovereA  Nust how much she enNoyeA 
seR.

Speci,cally with Spi’ek but that was besiAe the point. SheWA haA  plenty of seR with 
1iley that haAk thenk seemeA perfectly gooA. She  coulAnWt imagine Nust boRing up that 
part of herself for the rest of  forever. BnA maybe there was a way for Bngel to have a soul 
attacheA  with something a bit more reliable than stic’y tapek butM

She glanceA at Spi’ek not surpriseA to ,nA him stuAying herk his  eRpression guarAeA. 
She gave him what she hopeA was a Aecently  reassuring smile then turneA bac’ to 0anAer.

”x ’now this is going to be harA for you to get. BnA xWm not saying  that itWsM That this 
is anything other than what it is. BnA what it is  is new. 'ery new.- —udy releaseA a breathk 
centering herselfk or trying  to. ”—ut itWs what x neeA right now. xtWs what x want.-

”xtWs f’pSYk- 0anAer saiA.
”BnA itWs —udyk- she replieA. ”—udyk your frienA who Nust lost her  life anA was turneA 

into one of her biggest fears. That —udy. x AonWt  ’now if this is going to last or anything 
but xWm as’ing youk if you  love mek please NustMAonWt ma’e a big Aeal out of this. Bt least 
not a  bigger Aeal than the fact that xWm now AeaA anA a vampire. Gan you Ao  thatO-

Por a very real seconAk —udy worrieA the answer was no. 0anAer  openeA his mouthk 
closeA itk glanceA at jillowk roc’ing bac’ anA forth  in his seat. ”Ef coursek- he cho’eA 
out at last. ”Ef coursek —udy.-

”DowWs your mom anA Jawn hanAling itO- jillow as’eA. ”jas the wigYout massiveO-
”Iot as massive as you might thin’. xtWs Nust going to ta’e some time. Por everyone.-
2nAerstatement of the century.
Bll in allk the entire conversation AiAnWt go as poorly as it coulA  have. Iot as greatk 

eitherk as it seemeA to cause 0anAer realk physical  pain to restrain himself from ma’ing 
more pointeA observations about her  evolving relationship with Spi’ek but he AiA put 
in the edortk which  wasMsomething. jhat it woulA grow into was anyoneWs guessk but 
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all in  allk her seconA Aay as a blooAsuc’ing unAeaA thing haAnWt been all that  terrible. 
There were still things to ,gure outk of coursek li’e if she  was going to live with Spi’e 
while also trying to Aate him or get her  own place. Dome seemeA too Aangerous with 
her newk carnal instincts at  war with her human soul“the smells anA temptations anA 
everything else  besiAes. Spi’e assureA her it woulA get betterk anA she believeA him“if  
he coulA stanA to be arounA humans without his chip ,ring every ,ve  seconAsk then she 
coulA certainly master the same restraint. Separate  the —udy parts from the vampire parts 
that ’ept insistingk louAlyk she  was surrounAeA by fooA anA why the hell was she letting 
herself starveO

Por nowk Spi’eWs place maAe the most sensek especially since she  AiAnWt plan on cutting 
herself od from that worlAYaltering seR anytime  soon. ‘aybe once the novelty of being 
someoneWs aAAiction wore odk  though part of her very much hopeA it never AiAk sheWA 
thin’ about  inAepenAent living. —ut that was a problem for the future. Por some  version 
of herself that wasnWt this version.

”jhatWs that smellO- —udy as’eA as she anA Spi’e approacheA  1est,elA. xt haA been 
creeping up on her the closer they got“a faint  oAor that wasnWt ?uite Aecayk that was 
almost as much a feeling as it  was a physical sense. Ci’e her bones were tightening unAer 
her s’ink  eRciting a part of her that haAnWt eRisteA two Aays agok infusing her  with a sense 
of restlessness anA Aesire. Uven stillk mbYsstwas  somehow the closest Aescriptionk for it felt 
li’e something that carrieA  in the airk wafteA in anA out AepenAing on which way the 
breeKe was  blowing.

”jhat smellO-
”Hou AonWt smell itO-
”Iot getting anything unusualk petk- he replieAk throwing her a  siAelong glance before 

grinning anA bringing his mouth close to her  nec’. ”WGept you smell li’e a woman well 
shaggeA. Fot me all over youk  AonWt youO-

”Spi’ek xWm serious.-
”BnA xWm notO-
—udy tuggeA him to a stopk glowering. ”Iok this is not a seRy smell.  xtWsM xtWs li’eM xtWs 

everywhere.- She shifteAk cursing her lac’ of  ?uality vocabularyk anA crosseA her arms. ”x 
woulA say it smells li’e  Aeath but thatWs tooMsimple. BnA it AoesnWt ma’e sense anyway.-

”JoesnWt ma’e sense for a graveyarA to smell li’e the graveO- De gave  her one of those 
loo’s that woulA have earneA him a punch to the nose  not too long ago. ‘ight stillk evenk 
if he AiAnWt watch himself. ”Junno  if x can follow you arounA that benAk pet.-

”Iok because x smelleA it earlier too.-
Bt thisk he ?uir’eA his heaAk the tease Araining from his eyes. ”jhereO-
”x thin’Mat my momWsO- —udy thought bac’. They haA visiteA 1evello  Jrive twice 

since the turning“the ,rst Aay anA earlier toAay. The grave  scentk if thatWs what it wask 
haAnWt been there this afternoon when it  haA Nust been herk Spi’ek anA JawnM it haA been 
there after her mom  returneA from her postYop chec’up. B slight twinge in the air. B 
scent  that was a sensation.

”GanM- —udy frowneAk not sure how to articulate what she haA to as’. Iot even sure 
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yldrtshe haA to as’ until it was there. ”Gan vampires smell when someone is about to 
AieO-

To her surprisek Spi’e stilleA anA frowneA as though to truly  consiAer the ?uestion. 
She AiAnWt ’now what sheWA eRpecteA“something  ?uic’ anA qippantk perhapsk in the 
vein of most every answer Files haA  ever proviAeA when sheWA been openly speculative. 
B sort of ’pmlt’wmltanA a hanA wave meant to act as some assurancek even if he inevitably 
enAeA up having to eat crow.

The more time she spent with Spi’ek especially li’e this“li’e true  e?uals who were in 
something together rather than on opposite siAes of a  battle,elA“the more she realiKeA 
how often she felt siAelineA by the  others. Der iAeas reNecteAk her instincts ?uestioneAk 
her intuition not  trusteA.

”DarA to sayk petk- he replieA at length.
”jhyO-
”XilleA a lot of peoplek havenWt xO Bfter the ,rst fewk they all start to smell the same in 

the enA.-
—udy wrin’leA her nose. ”Iice. Than’ you for that reminAer.-
”1eminAerO JiAnWt thin’ that was the sorta thing you were li’ely to ever forget.-
She openeA her mouthk reaAy to arguek then closeA it again. De was  right“or mostly 

right. 1ight in the sense that she coulAnWt forgetk but  she AiA. Spi’e maAe it easy someY
times. B lot of the time. De never hiA  what he was anA it AiAnWt bother himk AiAnWt weigh 
on him the way it haA  Bngelk anA perhaps that shoulA bother lY,“perhaps it AiAk in a 
way“but maybe that alsoM

‘aybe it was Nust honest. B Aiderentk less comfortable ’inA of honestk but honest 
nonetheless.

”joulAnWt be surpriseA if you coulAk thoughk- Spi’e saiA a moment later. ”Smell it the 
way x canWt. Jeath as it approaches.-

”Hou woulAnWtO-
De shoo’ his heaA. ”jager itWs a bit li’e the weather. There in the  airk some people 

can feel itk ’now when itWs gonna stormk bugger  whatever the forecast is anA the li’e. je 
alreaAy ’now youWre more than a  vampirek anA even if we canWt smell Aeath before it hitsk 
we sure as  blooAy hell can smell the AeaA.-

”Uveryone can Ao that.-
”Heahk not li’e usk though. GoulA be youWre sni;ng the rain in the  air before it starts 

to pour.- Spi’e glanceA at her. ”jhat brought that  onk anyhowO-
—udy purseA her lips. JiAnWt want to say. JiAnWt want to give the  thoughtk the feark in 

her heaA any weight outsiAe of it. JiAnWt want to  consiAer that she might be rightk after 
everything.

”—ecause if what x smell pmtAeath as it comesk- she saiAk anA gestureA at the cemeteryk 
”anA x smelleA it at my momWsM ThenM-

”—it of a Aistinction therek love. That lotWs alreaAy ’ic’eA it.-
”—ut there was a funeral toAayk wasnWt thereO-
”jas thereO-
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1ightk it maAe sense that he woulAnWt have realiKeA it. That he  woulAnWt have been as 
attuneA to the sounAs outsiAe the crypt as she  wask accustomeA to letting them faAe into 
the bac’grounAk normal noises  of cemetery living. —ut —udy haA hearA everything“the 
bits of the  gravesiAe servicek the muteA tears anA less muteA sobs of the mournersk  the 
wellYwishes anA the platituAes given to the bereaveA. SheWA hearA  itk anA sheWA smelleA 
something that wasnWt Aeath but wasnWt life  either. B smell that lingereAk that sheWA 
thought sheWA carrieA with her  to her momWsk that haA become stronger only after …oyce 
arriveA home.  That she smelleA now againk faint but therek near where she imagineA 
the  funeral attenAees haA gathereAk one perhaps not realiKing how soon they  woulA Noin 
whoever haA been lowereA into the grounA.

—udy met Spi’eWs eyes againk prepareA to present her casek then  stoppeA. There wasnWt 
any Aoubt there“nothing to suggest he AiAnWt  believe her or that he neeAeA to be 
convinceA. ”x thin’ we might neeA to  get my mom bac’ to the Aoctork- she saiA. ”x AonWt 
li’e what x smelleA  there. Jo you thin’M Jo you thin’ thatWs nutsO-

xf anythingk Spi’e loo’eA more confuseA at the ?uestion than he haA  the statement. 
”Junno why x woulA. HouWre the Slayerk arenWt youO 1ec’on  your instincts are sharper 
than anyone elseWs.-

”This isnWt about being the Slayer.-
”WGourse it is. xtWs kwa-tanA youWre the Slayer. JonWt stop being it Nust to have whims 

about your mum.-
jellk put li’e thatk anA he was right. ”1eallyO-
”xWA be blooAy Aaft to Aoubt anything your senses are telling you.-
”jhat if xWm wrong anA x worry everyone over nothingO-
De lifteA a shoulAer. ”So whatO HouWre still right most of the time.  BnA when it comes 

to the people you lovek no such thing as too careful.-
Iok there really wasnWt. BnA she AiAnWt thin’ this was the sort of  intuition she coulA 

Nust shut od anyway. ”HouWll help me try to  convince herO-
”jhatk that she neeAs to listen to her brilliant Aaughter to save her  own s’inO JonWt 

imagine thatWll ta’e much but yeahk lovek x got your  bac’.-
—udy stilleAk though something“not her heartk coulAnWt be her  heart“somersaulteA 

in her chest. xn her lungs. xn her feet. xn her whole  Aamn boAy. ”Hou thin’ xWm brilliantO-
The ?uestion seemeA to catch him od guarAk but only for a seconA.  Then his eyes 

softeneA anA he leaneA closek s’imming his ,ngers along  her chee’. ”Io soAAing rlpgSt
about it. ‘ost brilliant person x ’now.-

xt was the sort of thing that shoulA feel li’e a line at bestk a lie  at worst. xt AiAnWt. Prom 
the mouth of her former enemyk it sounAeA li’e  the truth. Dis truthk at least. BnAMgoAk 
that meant so much.

xt meant everything.
BnA sometime Aown the linek when she loo’eA bac’ at this momentk —udy woulA 

cloc’ it for what it was.
The very seconA she starteA to fall in love.
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Ddkt.Yg
xt was the goA blooA. That much was easy to wor’ out. —udy haA  attac’eA anA 

consumeA pints of goA blooA anA that haA forti,eA her  vampire boAy so much thatk 
among other thingsk she was able to run in  the sunlight. Io one coulA say how long it 
woulA last“Aaysk wee’sk  probably not forever but maybe forever“but when she maAe 
her neRt trip  to the hospitalk it wasnWt through the sewers. She wal’eA in anA went  straight 
to her motherWs room. Sat by her beAsiAe anA listeneAk not  unsmuglyk as the Aoctors 
eRplaineA the aneurism that haA been bypasseA  than’s to the myriaA of tests …oyce haA 
unAergone after complaining  about her heaAaches.

Enly of course there haA been no heaAaches. …oyce ’new that. Spi’e  anA Jawn 
’new it. Uveryone ’new it. BnA though no one haA saiA anything  to suggest itk —udy 
felt“SgYy“that if she haAnWt pestereA her mom into listening to herk her mom woulAnWt 
be here anymore. —ut her mom ydmtherek  anA the Aeath scent was gone. jellk it lingereA 
in the hospital itselfk  but its potency in …oyceWs room haA faAeA to almost nothing. Bll 
that  remaineA was the faint hint of past ghosts.

‘om woulA be coming home in a couple of Aays. The Aoctors were so  Numpy at 
having almost wal’eA themselves into a malpractice suit they  were being eRtra cautious 
anA tentative nowk much to …oyceWs chagrin.  She wanteA to stay in the hospital about as 
much as she wanteA another  hole in the heaA.

”BnA x can say that with some authorityk consiAeringk- she aAAeAk  tenAerly inAicating 
her eRtremely banAageA anA partially balA scalp.

”xWm so sorryk- —udy replieAk snic’ering. ”IeRt time xWll Nust let you Aie.-
”—rian is never going to want to see me again.-
”—rian bought you the entirety of the gift shop.- She gestureA arounA  her motherWs 

overfull roomk balloonsk qowersk anA studeA animals  crammeA into every conceivable 
space. jhile she haA yet to meet —rian on  account of vampirismk —udy coulA say she was 
impresseA. Bny guy who  gave her mother this much attention when she felt her lowest 
coulAnWt be  all that baA.

BnA if he wask wellk she haA fangs for that.
Bs though the universe haA hearA the thoughtk —en wal’eA past the  Aoor to her momWs 

hospital roomk nose burieA in a clipboarAk though not  convincingly. —udy AiAnWt miss the 
way his steps sloweAk or the  siAeways glance he threw in her Airection before scurrying 
od. Those  haA become more fre?uent“the wal’Ybysk the loo’Ysees“anA as much as she  
woulA li’e to believe otherwisek —udy ’new what he was Aoing. jho he  was loo’ing for.

jho he wasnWt ,nAing.
—ecause —udy wasnWt an iAiot.
Jawn hateA itk of coursek being siAelineA while their mother was  again in the hospitalk 

but she haAnWt thrown a ,t when —udy haA  insisteA that she stay with jillow anA Tara 
unAer magical protectionk  even if she haAnWt unAerstooA why. Por some reason that Spi’e 
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AeAuceA  was relateA to the magic ’eeping Flory anA —en in one boAyk anytime they  trieA 
to eRplain what haA happeneA“that the hellgoA was hiAing in  plaink humanYs’inneA 
sight“the others Nust AiAnWt unAerstanA. Bt all.  Bfter a lot of trial anA errork —udy haA 
at least manageA to convince  Files that Flory haA the means of learning who Jawn was. 
She coulAnWt  say how without tripping the magick but sheWA written bdOputbdSYmtkwat
,w,OYrton several slips of paper for the gang to refer to whenever they starteA to ?uestion. 
xt wasnWt perfect but it wor’eA for now.

Spi’e thought it li’ely the spell woulA enA wholesale once Flory was AeaA. BnA he haA 
a way for that to happen.

”Hou ’ill the boyk- he saiA when she returneA to the house that  nightk calm but 
cautiousk anA stuAying her li’e she was a volcano liable  to go od. ”Io soAAing way he 
AoesnWt spill what he ’nows to someone  who can tell his goAlier half.-

”De saiA he woulAnWt.-
”BnA humans never lie.-
”De hasnWt yetk- she pointeA out. ”De ’new alreaAy.-
”Heahk but that was before kwat’new his little secretk- Spi’e retorteA. ”—efore mlYt’new 

you haA fangs anA coulA rip her soAAing throat out. Hou thin’ sheWs gonna relent nowO 
HouWre od your roc’er.-

”So why ’ill —enO jhy not wait for Flory to come after meO-
Spi’e loo’eA at her for a momentk then lifteA a shoulAer. ”Io soAAing  s’in od my nose 

how you Ao it. …ust thought you white ’night types  fancieA being Airect. Hou wanna ta’e 
the bitch out without letting him  get to say gooAbye to this cruel worlAk thatWs your call.-

BnA that annoyeA herk because of course he was right. —en  AeserveAMsomething. She 
’ept trying to thin’ her way arounA the problemk  wor’ a way for —en to live anA Flory to 
leave them alonek but that  worlA AiAnWt eRist. Uspecially now thatk as Spi’e haA observeAk 
Flory  ’new Nust how easily she coulA be rippeA apart. xt was only a matter of  time before 
she trieA to ta’e —udy out for gooA.

BnA —udy haA to be reaAy. Dopefully with that goAblooA still in her  system. —ut even 
that might not be enough“the element of surprise haA  Aone most of the heavy lifting 
before. Flory woulA ’now to be careful  this time. She woulA ’now —udy was a threat.

She woulAnWtk thoughk ’now that she wasnWt the only one.

SheWA tolA him the ris’s. TolA him what it was li’e to have her minA  crac’eA openk 
everything she ’new rearrangeA anA reformeA. That there  woulA be too much therek 
memories layering on top of memoriesk some in  harmony but most not“most AiscorAant 
anA angry about itk trying to twist  bac’ into a place of linear unAerstanAing. Jawn either 
eRisting or not  eRistingk events from their past featuring her or a worlA where she AiA  not 
eRist. Seeing all siAes nowk the life that haA been anA the life  that was.

There was morek took that she haAnWt tolA himk but Spi’e was all  right with that. —udy 
AiA everything in her own time anA trying to rush  herk no matter how Aesperately he 
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wanteA certain answersk woulA Nust  blow up in his face.
So he AiAnWt rushk but he tolA her what he wanteA. xf she was going  to be in the sunlightk 

if she was going to ta’e out a goAk he woulA be  at her siAek no matter what it AiA to his 
noggin.

BnA if he Nust wanteA his fangs in herk wellk not a soAAing soul on  this miserable roc’ 
coulA blame him. Por there was nothing li’e being  insiAe her throat when he was also 
insiAe her cuntk when she was  s?ueeKing anA spasming anA soa’ing his coc’ with all that 
wonAerful  slayer strength maAe even stronger still. jhen she was screaming his  name 
in screams that were whispersk then qooAing his mouth with that  pure —udy ambrosiak 
blooA that was more than blooAk anA it AiAnWt taste  better this time than it haA before but 
it was Aiderent. De felt it  the seconA it hit his tonguek Nolting through his boAyk a livewirek  
spearing through his gray matter anA unloc’ing Aoors that he haAnWt even  ’nown were 
there. Spilling into his thoughts two versions of a life  heWA liveAk neither right anA both 
rightk anA —udy still tremblingk  still clutchingk still clenching him as he fuc’eA anA suc’eA 
anA ,nally  tumbleA over into that singular ecstasy. jonAeringk AaKeAlyk what it  woulA 
be li’e to be with her in the sun. xf heWA get the pleasure of  watching her bounce on his 
coc’ while her s’in was batheA in Aaylight.  xf perhaps they coulA recreate that last true 
,ght theyWA haA before  his life haA irrevocably changeA.

—ut that was for after. B nice celebration once this rot was behinA them.
xn the meantimek they haA a hellbitch to ’ill.

xt was almost a No’ek how easy it was in the enA. Flory see’ing —udy  out the way Spi’e haA 
’nown she woulAk ’ic’ing Aown the front Aoor to  1evello Jrivek boasting about how 
poor —en haA capitulateA li’e the wea’  plaything he always haA been. She haA a score 
to settle with the slayer  bitch anA then sheWA go ,nA Jawnk crac’ her openk anA use her 
insiAes  to get bac’ to her worlA.

Flory haA prepareA for —udyWs strength“she AiAnWt come alone.  —rought some of 
her little sycophantsk along with enough holy water to  Aisintegrate a lesser vamp. —ut 
her hubris was her unAoing“she AiAnWt  consiAer the boost —udy might have gotten 
after feasting on her blooA.  BnA she certainly AiAnWt consiAer that —udy might have been 
prepareA as  well. ‘ight have shareA her blooA with her loverk giving them both  immunity 
from the sunlight. Fiving them both the power to ta’e on a goA.  zower they consumeA 
together after mowing through the poor soAs Flory  haA AraggeA along as cannon foAAer.

jhat haA transpireA haA been the closest thing to a religious  eRperience Spi’e haA ever 
gotten. —udyk covereA in gorek at the goAWs  frontk Spi’e at her bac’k their fangs fasteneA in 
her throatk suc’ing  Aown as much of that blooAy sunYreturning ambrosia as they coulAk 
until  Flory haAnWt been Flory anymorek haA been a man pleaAing for his life  anA then 
panic’ing when his pleas fell on Aeaf ears. Pinally falling  lifeless to the foyer qoor. Spi’e 
haA ’illeA with a woman he loveA more  times than he coulA count but never with such 
singular purpose. Iever  to save the worlA.
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BnA never haA a woman he loveA loo’eA so empty in the after. Staring  at the hus’ that 
haA once been a man anA now was nothing. B boAy theyWA  have to rec’on with“one lYV…t
rec’on with. BnA a roaA aheaA that remaineA uncertain.

Stillk she haAnWt saiA anything then. She haAnWt saiA anything laterk  either. Iot about 
Flory or —en or what theyWA Aone. SheWA welcomeA her  mum anA sis bac’ homek saiA the 
Aanger where Jawn was concerneA was  overk but haAnWt bothereA to eRplain how or why. 
That was comingk Spi’e  ’new. B lot was.

xn factk —udy AiAnWt say anything of substance until they were bac’  at his placek which 
was fast becoming their placek anA only after sheWA  shoveA him on the beA anA riAAen him 
within an inch of his unlife. De  haAnWt eRpecteA seR after everything but wasnWt about to 
complaink happy  to let her use him however she fancieA best to wor’ through whatever  
was going through her noggin.

xt was therek in the ?uietk swimming in the air that smelleA li’e them“his favorite 
scent“that she saiA it.

”x love you.-
Spi’e startleAk raiseA his heaA to loo’ at herk his heartk his lungsk his whole blooAy self 

in his throat. ”—udyO-
”x love youk- she saiA againk turning to meet his eyes. Cetting him  see hers. Cetting him 

reaA her sincerity. ”—ut x AonWt love being a  vampire.-
BnA Nust li’e thatk everything insiAe him fell again. ”x ’nowk baby.-
”BnAM BnA x AonWt thin’ x have to be one.- —udy was ?uiet for a momentk lic’eA her 

lips. ”jill you help me turn bac’O-
xt was the sort of thing that shoulA have been impossible“ydmtimpossible.  De ’new 

it as well as she AiA. Het there was something therek something  in her gaKek that maAe the 
impossible seem possible. Bfter allk theyWA  wal’eA here anA hanAYinYhanA unAer a blaKing 
sun that left them  unscatheA. xf that was truek if there was blooA out there that coulA  
ma’e them immune to Aeathk then there haA to be something out there that  restoreA life.

Something —udy believeA ink anA her belief was enough. zroof enough.  De alreaAy 
’new heWA follow her to the enA of the worlA. jhat was a  trip to the impossible in the 
face of thatO

”xWll help youk- he saiA. ”Bnything.-
BnA she smileA thenk for she ’new he meant it.
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